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Keep in touch with local matters

The Parish Council website has an option for you

to register to receive email updates hot off the
press. You will not be inundated — we only update
it with Parish Council information that we believe

is important to you. Please go to blunham-pc.gov.
uk & subscribe to the free update service on the
home page. We also use the Blunham Parish Council
Facebook page to keep you updated, so please

join that as well. Plus of course we have our Parish
Council noticeboards.
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Wishing all Blunham residents a Christmas that is
full of peace and joy and a Happy New Year.

In this issue we look to update residents about the
forthcoming major roadworks taking place at the
Black Cat Roundabout as well as sharing with you
the results of a recent archaeological dig.

From National Highways

National Highways are improving journeys between
Milton Keynes, Bedford and Cambridge with a

new 10-mile dual carriageway between Black Cat
roundabout and Caxton Gibbet. The scheme

will include junction improvements at Black Cat,
Cambridge Road and Caxton Gibbet as well as a
new link at Eltisley.

The scheme will bring communities together,
support long term local and regional economic
growth and replace the last remaining stretch of
single carriageway between the M1 at Milton Keynes
and the east coast port of Felixstowe. Construction
is due to commence January 2023, and last for
approximately 3.5 years with a budget of circa £810-
£950 million.
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The A428 runs west-east from the northeast corner
of Bedfordshire into South Cambridgeshire. It
connects Bedford and St Neots with Cambridge; and
together with the A421and A14, it forms part of the
strategic route linking the East of England with the
south Midlands.

Much of the new route will be separate from

the existing A428 and will pass primarily through
undeveloped arable farmland, within the boundaries
of five local authorities.

Quicker and more reliable journeys

The new dual carriageway will cut congestion by
putting the right traffic on the right roads, creating a
reliable route that will meet the future traffic needs
of the region. Lorries and those on long-distance
journeys will use the new dual carriageway, creating
more reliable journeys for those travelling locally

on the existing A428, both by car and on public
transport. Free-flowing junctions (at Black Cat, for
example) will also help to create a less congested
and more reliable route.

We will cut journey times by more than a third at
peak times, saving commuters up to an hour and half
on their weekly commute, as well as removing traffic
from local roads and getting it on the strategic road
network.

Making the network safer*

Improves road safety by separating local and
long-distance traffic, reducing congestion and the
potential for accidents. Over 600 accidents are
predicted to be prevented over a 60-year period. It
will also reduce dangerous rat-running on local roads
and through villages.

Supporting the smooth flow of traffic*

The scheme will reduce congestion on the route,
with 85% of all incidents to be cleared within one
hour.

Helping cyclists, walkers, horse riders and other

vulnerable users

The scheme includes safe crossing points for walkers,
cyclists and horse riders, and reconnections for
disrupted rights of way. The scheme will be providing
approximately 5.2 miles (8.4 km) of new shared
unsegregated footway/cycleway.

Encouraging economic growth*

The scheme will provide a vital link between Milton
Keynes and Cambridge, which has been identified
by the government as a region of growth. The new
dual carriageway will increase capacity, reliability
and safety on the road network, encouraging
investors and visitors to the area and making jobs
in these cities more accessible. Alongside the new
Al4, it forms part of the key route to the ports of
Felixstowe and Harwich and unlocks the delivery
of new housing growth in the area, which supports
the commitment of the National Infrastructure
Commission to build over a million new homes in
the OxCam corridor by 2050.

Delivery of better environmental outcomes*
Noise will be reduced or maintained at current
level for the majority of properties affected by the
scheme. There will be a beneficial impact on air
quality - fewer vehicles waiting in traffic reduces
vehicle emissions and engine noise. Air quality will
improve for cyclists on the existing A428 due to
reduced congestion.

We are committed to improving existing levels of
biodiversity where possible and leaving a positive
legacy by providing new landscape planting, mammal
underpasses, flood compensation and wildlife areas.

Achieving real efficiency*

Efficiencies are achieved where we have identified
ways of working that result in savings in both time
and costs when compared to how we had historically
undertaken tasks/activities. Examples include

energy and future maintenance savings through the
adoption of LED road lighting systems as well as
adopting rigid/concrete central reserve barriers

Keeping the network in good condition*
The route will be of new construction, designed with
full consideration of operation and maintenance.

For more information and updates please follow
the following webpage https://nationalhighways.

co.uk/our-roads/a428-black-cat-to-caxton-gibbet/
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Archaeological Dig

A report on a recent archaeological dig which
took place in Blunham — reproduced with the
kind permission of Thames Valley Archaeological

Services.

Victorian Brick Kiln at Blunham

TVAS East Midlands have just finished their
excavation at land between 19 and 73, The Hill,
Blunham, Bedfordshire .

The archaeological potential of the site had been
highlighted from both an initial desktop study
and evaluation. The site lay on the fringes of the
historic (medieval) village. Blunham clearly has late
Saxon origins and is first mentioned in Domesday
Book (1086) as Blunham. The village contained two
manors. The parish church, dedicated to SS James
and Edmund has elements dating from the 12th
century. The archaeological evaluation identified
very few deposits of archaeological interest

apart from areas of post-medieval quarrying
recorded along with a post-medieval ditch which
also recorded on historic maps. However, one
zone contained structural remains of a probable
brickworks which is not recorded on historic maps.

On the opening up of the excavation area elements
of a brick kiln were recorded in the centre of site.
This was surrounded by large in-filled quarry pits and
a series of drainage systems; these likely connected
to the brickworks. A mortar mixing pit was also
recorded and an area of hard standing; made of
brick and tile waste, which was likely built as an area
to load the carts to take the newly fired bricks, tiles
and mortar away to be sold

The brick kiln building excavated was likely to have
been a circular Downdraught kiln. The brick walls
of the structure had been so badly robbed after
the kiln went out of use that no walls were left
surviving; only the foundations. These comprised
fragments of brick and tile waste together with iron
slag lumps.

Within this circular structure a sunken chamber
was recorded. This had been constructed in a
rectangular cut into the natural geology. The walls of
the chamber; made of brick; were then built along
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the edges of this cut. The chamber was then floored
by ceramic tiles which overlay a series of ceramic
pipes which likely at one time were used to carry
hot gases away from the kiln to a likely chimney.
Unfortunately no substantial evidence of a chimney
was recorded on site.

Surrounding this lower chamber, located at a higher
level; were the remains of other areas of tiled floor.
These tiled areas likely represent the only surviving
remains of other chambers of the kiln where stacks
of unfired ‘Green * bricks would have been placed
to be fired.

The sunken chamber was rebuilt during the life time
of the kiln. A layer of brick, tile and slag rubble was
dumped over the original tiled floor and a new tiled
floor was constructed and the outer walls of the
original chamber appear to have been heightened.

Documentary evidence; a bill head dating to 1869;
has been located which may give insight to the
kiln and owner of the brickworks. The bill is titled
Blunham Kiln and Bought of Frederick Hogg; and

merchant. Later by1867 Merville’s Directory of Sandy
lists him as a brick and tile maker and manager.

He died in 1878 and all his property went to his
illegitimate son Fredrick Safford.

East West Rail — Cllr Neville

Back in September 2022 East West Rail (EWR) was
earmarked by the government as a scheme it was
keen to accelerate.

Blunham Parish Council are part of the ongoing
consultation process being undertaken by EWR
with interested parties. The most recent event took
place on 8th November with representatives from a
number of local councils including a representative

from the Parish Council.

is for the sale of a quantity of tile. Fredrick Hogg

is thus the owner of the brickworks at this date.

Further research shows that Fredrick Hogg was
a successful business man who lived at Girtford
House, Girtford. This was a small hamlet just
outside the town of Sandy which after 1910 was

incorporated into the expanding Sandy. Hogg was

a man of means owning numerous properties and
land and likely made his money as a wine and spirit
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EWR is still considering options for the route
between Bedford and Cambridge which will take

a completely new route via Sandy/St Neots and

The Parish Council will provide further information
regarding the exact route chosen in due course.

BECOME A SCHOOL GOVERNOR
AND REALLY FEEL THE IMPACT

John Donne Primary School in
Blunham needs new and

passionate Governors

Want to join us as the clerk
to Governors?

We are also recruiting to this

paid role.

Please visit
John Donne Church
of England Primary School -
Vacancies

for all the details
or contact us at
office@johndonne.co.uk

THIS PUBLICATION

Please send articles for inclusion
in the next edition to:

clerk@blunham-pc.gov.uk
t. 07563 527415
by 7th February 2023
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