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Christmas in Blunham

This year we want to build on the success of last
year, when we had Christmas lights in the village for
the first time. The good news is that we have some

funding this year to buy some more.

Last year, due to COVID, the Church was unable to
hold the traditional Blunham Christmas Market, &
although there were plans for Christmas Caroling,
this was also cancelled due to COVID. However,
some residents came together to provide a tree
outside the pub, and there was a successful event

attended by those who felt safe going out in public.

The Parish Council are very much hoping we

can work with the Church & the volunteers who
organised last years' tree, to help plan a wonderful
Christmas in Blunham this year. If you want to get

involved, please do get in touch.

Wildflowers in the Cemetery

As part of our commitment to the environment, we
have reviewed our grass cutting schedule. Next year
we will be leaving some targeted areas uncut for
longer periods in the early part of the Summer; this
being the Cemetery, the Church Yard and an area
within The Pound. We will continue to review this
matter. We would also love to create a wildflower
garden within the Cemetery. However, to do this we
will need some volunteers to plant it up & look after

it — anyone interested, please get in touch.

The Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Next year our Queen will be the first British
monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. To mark
this amazing achievement, there will be a number
of celebrations across the country between 2nd
June 2022 and 5th June 2022, and an additional bank
holiday — HOORAY!

There will be beacons lit across the country, and

a UK wide “big lunch”, which we hope to hold on
the playing field. The Parish Council, the Blunham
Playing Field Association & the Church, are working

together to plan these celebrations, & we will keep

you posted. We would also love to be able to
resurrect the Parish Flag in time for this event, so
this is something we have also started working on.
If you want to get involved in planning the Queens
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Blunham, please do

get in touch.

Blunham P3 Group

You will see the report from the P3 group below. |
just wanted to add sincere thanks from the Parish
Council for the great work this group of volunteers
is doing. Most years it is a battle to keep the
footpaths passable, but this year has been incredible

— mostly thanks to these volunteers.

Blunham Street Watch

We would also like to place on record our thanks

to the newly formed Blunham Street Watch Group.
Crime can be a tricky issue to tackle as a volunteer,
and it is good to see these volunteers have full
Police support. Over the years, we have been lucky
enough to have very little crime in Blunham. In June
this year we had no reported crimes at all (latest
figures provided by the Police at the time of going
to print). This is unprecedented in recent memory —

so we hope this low trend will continue.

Blunham Flood Review

A formal review of the flood event over the 2020/21
winter has taken place. Representatives from the
Environment Agency (EA), Central Beds Council,
Blunham Parish Council & Blunham residents took
part. The flood event affected hundreds of homes in
this region, & was a once in twenty-five years event.
The response by the community in Blunham was

described as excellent.

Most of the surface water from Blunham drains into
The River Ivel at The Pound (on the corner of The
High Street & Tempsford Rd), & it was a property
adjacent The Pound that unfortunately flooded.
There does not seem to be funding to divert the
water, as The Pound is part of the flood plain &

is considered by the EA & Central Beds Council

to be the right place for water to drain into. It is
hoped the drainage pipe can be cleaned & flushed
to improve flow, but this is reliant on access being
provided by local home owners & land owners, &

Central Beds Council Officers are working on this.

For a full copy of the meeting notes please contact

clerk@blunham-pc.gov.uk

lan Smith
Chairman
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